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Thc problcms rclated to the ritual practiccs in thc so-cal l cd pit sanctuarics in thc W est 
Pontic rcgion and to thosc in thc mainland, arc far not ncw. Thc increasing intcrcst in their 
interprctation has bccn provokcd by severa! ncwly cxcavatcd sitcs and by gcncralizcd studics in 
thc Bulgaiian and in thc Romani an literat urc as wcll (f eoprneBa 1 99 1 ,  p .  1 - 1 1 ;  nayttoB 1 998, p. 
7- 1 3 ; rcoprHCBa ct al. 1 999, p. 1 64- 1 83 ;  l:)a; i a6a110B 2002, p .  24 1 -542; Vulchcva 2002, p .  1 03-
1 25 ;  Tonkova 2003, p .  479-504; ToHKOBa 2005, p .  67-73;  Tonkova 2005;  fast in  Sirbu 2006). 
The profound study on the matter madc so far provided undoubtedly a good factual databasc for 
furthcr debates and hypothcscs. 

Thc outgoing point of this essay rcprcscnts onc pai1icular casc - that of thc pit sanctuary 
by Debclt, locatcd in thc southern l ittoral of thc Western Pontos. J ts chronological position in 
thc ih - 4111 ccnturics B .C.  and thc main charactcristics or  thc pits - such as spatia I organizat ion, 
shape, construction and fil ling show ce11ain unifonnities with thc contcmporary or cartier 
complcxcs in thc Thracian mainland (rcoprncBa 1 99 1 ,  p. 1 - 1 1 ;  rcoprncna ct al. 1 999, p. 1 70-
1 73 ;  E>ana6aHOB 2002, p. 24 1 -542; Vulchcva 2002, p. 1 03- 1 25 ;  Tonkova 2003, p .  479-499; 
ToHKOBa 2005, p .  67-73) (Fig. 1 ). 

Thc synchronous appcarancc of thc so-cal lcd pit-ficlds, thcir disllibution arca and thc 
typological similaiitics, arc thc common critcria for considcring thcm as a Thracian 
phcnomcnon (fast in Oppcm1ann 2004, p. 3 1 ,  34, 94). Othcr group of authors is rcasonably 
moderate to such concept spcciiying thc cxistcncc of parallcls in diffcrcnt rcgions of thc ancicnt 
world - Grccce, Central Europe etc . (f eoprneBa ct al. 1 999, p .  1 74;  E>a1a6attoB 2002, p .  544-
545;  Vulchcva 2002, p .  1 03 - 1 25 ;  Tonkova 2003, p .  483) .  

Howcvcr, thc main point of di ffcrcncc bctwccn thc pits in thc Thracian inlands and in 
Dcbclt is thc material found in thcir fi l ling - thc lattcr oftcn rcprcsenting Grcck importcd warc, 
which carlicst date - thc late ih ccntu1y B.C. coincidcs with the cstablishment of thc neighbor 
Grcck scttlcmcnt Apol lonia Pontica (Fig.2) . Hcncc thc general structurc of the pits and thc 
rituals obscrvcd thcrc cnhanccs a principal compaiison with thc 1itual practice perfom1cd in 
bothroi in thc sanctuarics of somc Grcck colonics as thcsc in Odcssos, Histria and Olbia 
(TOH'ICBa 1 967, p . 1 57 ff; la st in rcoprttCBa ct al. 1 999, p. 1 7 1  ). Thc function or thc pit 
structurcs (bothroi) attestcd thcre has bccn considcrcd reccntly as "serving probably for bmying 
thc items of  ritual furnishing and apparatus no longcr in usc" (rcoprncBa ct al .  1 999, p. 1 70, 1 74 
with rcforcnccs; last in Rusyacva 2003,  p. 1 1 0). 

Although it sccms that this statement rcquircs more dctai lcd study of cach pai1icular 
casc. Thc rcason for that arc thc scholars' argumcnts for thc el osc rclationship of thc bothroi in 
somc Grcck sanctuarics with thc worship of Asclcpius, or of chthonic deitics and/or hcroes 
(Ekroth 1 998,  p. 1 20- 1 27; RicthmUl lcr 1 999, p. 1 23- 1 43 ;  RicthmUllcr 200 1 ;  Monis ct al. 2002) . 
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Furthcr on thc similaritics in thc shapc, f"i ll ing and stratigraphy or thc pits cithcr in thc Thracian 
lands or in thc Grcck mainland ( for thc pit structurcs in thc Grcck world compare in Ekroth 
1 998, p. 1 20- 1 27; MoITis ct a l .  2002 passim) provides a linn base for establishing at )cast a 
fo1111al conncction bctwccn thc ritual actions pcrfonncd there. 

Judging from this  point or view, the general di ffcrcnce betwecn bothroi in Grcek 
sanctuarics and thc pit structurcs in thc pcriphe1y or the Grcek world should be scarched in the 
main p1inciplcs or organization or  thc sacrcd space, according to which the fonner were 
organizcd a llcr a "classical" pattcrn. Although thc exploit or this vicw could bc a misleading 
outgoing point for cxaminc thc qucstion, bccausc thc forn1al critcria for distinguishing them l ic  
cithcr in the prcscncc or abscncc or  cult bui ldings - tcmplcs, temenos wall ,  altar etc . ,  the lattcr 
appcaring somctimcs in thc Thracian pit sanctuarics as well . 

Jn  thc archacological complex in "Kostadin cheshma" in Dcbclt, a round rock-cut 
structurc with charcoal traccs around it, rectangular ashlar platlonns, a ritual ditch and ceramic 
ti·agmcnts around thc pits wcrc documcntcd (f;aria6a1 10B 1 999, p .  69-7 1  ) .  Simi lar situation was 
obscrvcd also in thc arca of Drama, Yambol rcgion - in thc so cal led Early Imn Agc structure B 
in thc place Kai1yaka, which rcprcscnts an cllipsoidal stonc ring around a circular stonc 
pavcmcnt (Jhixap.'.lyc ct al .  200 1 p. 1 36- 1 37,  lig. 47) (Fig. 3). Jn thc rcccntly cxplored "pit 
liclds" from thc Early lron Agc to 5th - 4111 ccntmy B.C.  in Polski Gradcts by Radnevo and 
Malko Tarnovo by Chirpan (both locatcd to thc south of Hacmus mountain), severa! stonc altars 
imposing in thcir sizcs and horscshoc-shapcd cult ditchcs with stonc platfonns around the pits 
wcrc rcportcd (HHKOB 2005 , p. 67; ToHKOBa, .LI.mmTpos 2005, p. 75-76). 

Jt is howcvcr vcry speculative to state, that thc structurcs dcscribed abovc represent a 
spcci lic Thracian phcnomcnon . Onc or  thc rcasons is thc abovc mcntioned similaiitics with 
contcmporaiy, carlicr or latcr complexcs within thc ancicnt world, among which thc recently 
rcp011cd archacological structurcs in thc Acropolis of Monte Pol izzo, ncar Ag1igcnto in Sicily 
cvokcs special intcrcst ( Fig. 4). Conccrning thc 01igin or thc phcnomcnon, thc conclusions or  
thc cxcavators bascd on a largc scale obscrvations i s ,  that "Thc datcs suggest that or  round 
chthonic shrincs with pits wcrc transmittcd from onc culturc to another, the most plausible 
dircction is  from Sicily to thc Acgcan. Thc mast plausible sccnario i s  that Grcck scttlers adoptcd 
somc indigcnous rcligious activitics, but adoptcd thcm to thcir own purposcs, including (but not 
rcstrictcd to) chthonic cult. Agrigcnto may havc bccn thc major point or interaction" (Monis et 
al. 2002, p, 56) .  

Taking into considcration thc casc or thc Thracian pit  sanctuaries, which location points 
approx imatcly thc main contact dircctions along thc rivcr val lcys in the timc prcdating the Greek 
colonization and later - (sec Fig. 1 ), it is rcasonablc to state that thcrc wcrc severa ! points of 
intcraction whcrc thc Greck scttlers probably adopted simi lar typc of ritcncss. Thus far the 
consistent deve lopment or thc lattcr throughout thc whole Roman agc in Thrace can bc quali iied 
as a phcnomcnon or thc diachronic development of thc society. 

Thc hypothcsis cnhanccs the search for 1ln1her typological and essential similaiitics 
betwccn the hothroi in thc Grcck tcmplcs and the so-called pit lields in Thracc. One of them is 
thc cxistcnce or simple altar-likc structurcs, attcstcd in severa) Thracian pit-complexcs. Thc 
samc charactcristic has bccn obscrvcd in many Grcck sanctuaiics from thc archaic and carlier 
pcriods as wcll .  As a mattcr or fact thc latcr divcrgcncc bctwecn the construction and 
anangcmcnt or both was obviously dctcnnincd by thc general ideologica! trcnds of the polis' 
claboration li:om onc sidc, and by the conservatism or the non-polis society from thc other (<t>oJI 
B. 2006, p .  30-3 1 ). 
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Thc next point of rcscmblancc is the ritual itsclf and the sac1i ficial practices perfonned 
in pits. Thc analysis of thc bone rcmains outlincs following picturc : 

1 .  According to thc observations, the majority of bone dcposits represent the practice to 
storc only particular parts of the victims (rcopr11csa ct al .  1 999, p. 1 77;  J;a,1 a6attos 2002, p. 
542; for analyses sec Tonkova 2003). In some of the cascs a culinary treatment is  detected 
(reoprnesa et al. 1 999, p. 1 77;  Tonkova 2003 , p. 487). The combination of the latter with finds 
of vegetable origin, broken vcsscls etc . makcs possible to suggest that wc are dealing here with 
some kind of sacrifice analogous to the wcl l-known archaic and classical Greek thysia. 

Thc basic elemcnts of the latter include thc slaughter of the victim on the altar, strewed 
by grains, collccting thc blood in a vcsscl and libation, fol lowcd by common dining of the 
worshippcrs (Jamcson 1 994,35 ;  Scullion 2000, 1 63- 1 7 1 ;  Ekroth 2000, p. 267 - 268; Gebauer 
2002, p. 255) .  More rarely this practice was complctely rcplaced by holocaust, but as a rulc thc 
god' s  portion was only a pai1 of thc victim dcstroycd by buming (Jamcson 1 994, p .  35 ;  Gebaucr 
2002, p. 255-256). Thc rest was usually consumcd by the worshipcrs, which may represent the 
most plausiblc cxplanation or thc bones with culinary trcatment in the Thracian pit sanctuaries. 
This ba sic conclusion givcs rise to the hypothesis that somc of the ceramic fragments - of those 
particular shapcs dcsigned for eating and drinking could bc intcrpretcd as feasting traces. 

2. Thc sccond possible interpretation deals with the cases when the ritual could be 
modi ficd by a theoxenia clement, i . c .  by offering of the preparcd food to the gods. As far as the 
theoxenia ritual was accompanicd usually by meat and fruit offerings (Jameson 1 994, p. 35 -
57), thc vcgctablc rcmains and thc intact vcsscls such as amphorac etc. point probably at similar 
practice. 

Thc third casc is  that of thc large bone dcposits, attestcd in Drama (J1Hxap.Zlyc H Jlp. 
200 1 ,  p .  1 43) and in thc pcriphery or onc tumulus in I stria (Alexandrescu, Evtimie 1 959, p. 1 43 
- 1 64; Alexandrescu 1 966, p. 409 - 422). This special phenomenon could be probably 
considcrcd in rclationship with the so-callcd bone-altars made of skulls ,  homs and/or of the 
thighs of thc victims, known from thc l itcrary description of the famous altar of Apollo at Delas 
and from thc archacologically attcstcd practice at Didyma, Samos and Ephcsos (Hăgg 1 998, p. 
53-54; Chcnal-Vclardc, Studcr 2003 , p.  2 1 5  - 220) . 

3 .  The ncxt point conccms thc practice of depositing whole animals .  I t  rcpresents a type 
of rclativcly rare ritual action in casc of thc pit-sanctuarics, but on the other hand it was attested 
more oiicn in funcral context. Thc common victims arc horsc, shecp, he-goat, ram, dog and cat 
in onc casc - thc lattcr attcstcd in a pit in Dcbclt sanctuary (oa1a6attoB 1 999, p. 69, 72, 74) . This 
practice, as I would suggcst resembles thc sphagia ritual, which is also wel l known from the 
writtcn sourccs sincc the Linear B tablcts (Palaima 2004, p. 225) .  The fcatures distinguishing it 
from thc more regular thysia arc the special trcatmcnt of thc victim and the prominence of thc 
blood offering. At this kind or sacri fice no altar was uscd, no fire was lit; the animal was simply 
killed and thc blood t1owcd on thc ground or into a bothros (Ekroth 2000, p. 269 - 27 1 ;  Gebauer 
2002, p. 255-256; 280-28 1 with refcrcnccs) . 

According to the widely spread opinion, this type of ritual action scems to have been 
perfonned on thc battlcfield (Ekroth 2000, p. 276-279), or in connection with the rnost 
sacramental rituals, such as pmification and/or oaths (Gcbaucr 2002, p. 255). At this point it 
could bc probably cornparcd to thc signiticance of thc human sacri fice, which represents also an 
extreme casc or sacri ficial practice (To11Kosa 2005, p. 70) . The examples of that type wcre 
attcsted in Dcbclt, Glcdachcvo, Malko Tarnovo, Chirpan region, Drama, Durankulak ( last in 
TonKosa 2005, p. 70-7 1  with l iteraturc) and in some complexes north of the Danube river, 
which arc l ater in date ( last in Sirbu 2006, p. 59 with references). As it has becn confinned by 
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thc w1ittcn sourccs, thc human sacri fice was quitc not unusual for ancicnt Thrace ( for litcrary 
cvidcnccs sec in l lo 110B 1 989, p. 55-67 with rcfcrcnccs) and - as the archacologically attcsted 
examples from thc t11 ccntu1y B .C .  onwards show, it can bc rcgardcd also as a diachronic 
practice comparcd with thc litcrary known instanccs from Hcl las itsc lr  ( for discussion on thc 
human sacri fice sec Hcinrichs 1 98 1 ,  p . 1 95 - 242; Hughes 1 99 1 ;  Brown 1 99 1 ;  Antonacio 1 995 ; 
<DoJI B .  2006, p. 1 1 6 , 1 5 1 - 1 53) .  

Dcspitc or thc unce11ainty or  thc comparison bctwccn literat)' na1i-ativcs and 
archacological situations, it is cicar that the main component or thc 1itual practice - thc pit, 
testifics to thc promincncc of blood and/or libation sac1i ficcs, which arc wcll attcstcd in thc 
1ituals or severa) chthonic dcitics and/or hcrocs, as in thc li terat)' known instanccs or Agamcdcs 
at thc Trophonios oraclc in Lebadeia,  in thc Athcnian Ercchthcion etc. ( for rm1hcr cxamp lcs sec 
Ekroth 2000, p. 274 - 275) ( Fig. 5) . This association rcquircs severa) points of considcration . 

Thc onc dcals with thc old-Grcck tcrn1 covcting thc mcaning or  thc blood sac1i licc -

Evayi.�EtV, KaTayi.�ElV, translatcd as "to bc part or thc pollution" (Power, Nagy 1 999, p. 45 1 ) , 
or similarly as "to absorb thc victim and\or its blood" as an instrument for achicving thc sacrcd 
purity (LSJ s .v . ;  for fut1hcr intcrprctation sec in <Do.r1 2002, p. 286) .  According to thc commonly 
acccptcd vicw bascd on thc analysis or thc tcrn1ino logy or thc ancicnt writtcn rccords, thc tcnn 
usc to designate thc rituals associatcd with chthonic dcitics or hcrocs (sec in J la1osa 2000, p .  
1 39; the rclation to  thc human sac1ificcs sec in  Yanakicva 2005 with rcfcrcnccs), as distinct to 
thc verb Ofo::tv applicd to thc Olympian sac1i ficc. As far as in thc pit sanctuarics and also in thc 
archacological material from Hcllas thc cxistcncc or  both ritual catcg01ics - thysia and .�phagia 
is attcsted, thc literai)' dcc larcd di ffcrcncc bctwccn Olyrnpian and a non-Olympian titc cvokcs 
ce11ain embaITassmcnts. 

Thc inconsistent infonnation givcn by thc writtcn and thc archacological rccords was 
convincingly clucidatcd in thc recent studics on thc problem. Thc main point or thc authors is  
that thc sharp distinction bctwcen Olyrnpic and chthonic gods ( i .c .  the ritual complcxes and thc 
ritual cquipmcnt) did not always exist at )cast unti l the post-C lassical period ( for dctailcd 
analysis sec Ekroth 1 998, p .  1 29-2 1 3 ; Scul lion 2000, p. 1 63- 1 7 1 ; Ekroth 2002, p. 23 - 1 28,  1 29-
2 1 3) .  In summa1y, thc author providcs a userul criticai rcvicw or thc tcnns and dcfinitions 
conncctcd with Grcek hcro-cults and attcmpts to refutc thc traditional assumption that di ffcrcnt 
rituals scparatcd the heavcnly gods from the hcrocs/chthonic gods and shows convincingly that 
the main ritual for both groups is thc thysia sac1i ficc followcd by dining (Ekroth 1 998,  I 1 7- 1 29; 
Ekroth 2000, p .  263-279; on thc hcro-cults sec last in Antonacio 1 995 ; Dcoudi 1 999; Foi V. 
2005) .  

An additional cxplanation givcs thc text of thc sacrcd law from Sclinous prcscribing 
annual sac1i ficcs to a scrics or supernatural figurcs - Zcus Eumcncs, the Eumcnidcs, Zeus 
Mcil ichios and thc Tritopatores in conncction to thc Kotytia festival (Jamcson, Jordan, 
Kotansky 1 993). Thc lattcr arc first dcscribcd as "pollutcd" and thc proccdurc is cxplicitly "as 
for hcrocs", which includcs libation down trough a roof or thc hypogcum, i . c .  from thc top into 
the ground. Ncxt it come thc proccdurc of burning or thc ninth part of thc animal, thc rest or  
which was probably dincd on. Altcr that thcrc follows a sacri fice of  a rul l-grown ship, 
accompanicd by libation or honcy mixturc and by ol ive, fruit and meat offc1ings - this timc to 
thc "pure Tritopatorcs" as to thc gods (A 1 3  - 1 7) .  

Thc text cvokcs special intcrcst in  two points .  
Thc first onc conccrns thc naturc or thc so-cal lcd collcctivc anccstors, which namc has 

bccn rccognizcd as carly as in Linear B tablcts (Dcoudi 1 993, p .  3, nn 7-8 ; <Do:1 2004, p .  1 5 1  ) .  
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Thc latcr litcrary elaboratcd concept dcscribcs thcm as "the first-bom offspring of 
Uranus and Gaia" or as souls bcaring winds (after <t>o: 1  2004, p .  1 50- 1 5 1  with analysis of thc 
written rccords) . Summing up, thc perccption of the primordial ancestral spirits could bc 
considercd as similar to thc concept of the relict or hist01ical pcrsonal itics- thc hcrocs, whosc 
divine or semi-divine naturc havc bcen ritually or literal ly mythologizcd in thc coursc of thc 
ideologica! development of thc Grcck polis (Antonacio 1 995, p. 267-268;  Hall 2002, p. 93-98). 
S imilar process is  evident in the litcrary treatmcnt of a range of thc Thracian mythological 
figurcs - thc king-herocs, prophets and anthropodaimones Rhcsos, Orpheus etc. (Foi V. 2005). 
The basic trends of thc crcation and development of such typc of images and ritual practiccs 
originatc probably in the Myccncan past, but thcy are also evident within somc latcr 
archacological complcxes in Thracc. Thcrcby hangs also thc introduction of thc terni 
"Myccncan Thracc" as a dcsignation or  thc long-living and vivid "Myccncan" tradition and 
ritual practice in Thracc (<t>on 1 998, p. 1 07- 1 1 8 ; <t>on B. 2003, p. 23 8-24 1 ;  Foi V. 2005). 

Howcvcr thc search of complete cohcrencc of thc litcra1y naintivcs and thc 
archaeologically attcstcd situations secms to bc more or lcss tricky mattcr. This approach has 
rnuch in common with thc contextual archacology promulgatcd by I .  Hodder (Hoddcr 1 987, 
p .  l O) and followcd in somc cxtent by C. Antonaccio, who argucs that "thc contextual approach 
opens new possibilities of undcrstanding mcaning by emphasizing thc context or ritual action 
and its traces in thc material record. Context includcs regional vaiiation and similaritics, 
o tTcrings and actions made in a varicty or circumstanccs, prcscrvcd w1itten sourccs and 
historical frameworks" (Antonaccio 1 995, p. 9) . 

Expl01ing the confrontation bctwecn writtcn rccords or epic and/or of mythological hcro 
worship and the material traces of ritual activity at diffcrcnt localitics in Grcccc, thc author has 
dcmonstratcd thc ra1ity of hero cult bcforc the archaic pc1iod. On thc othcr hand thcrc is a cicar 
"concern for cxtcndcd rituals conncctcd with thc dcad and a great deal or cvidcncc considcring 
drinking and fcasting as an imp01tant social institution in thc I ron Agc" (Antonaccio I 995 ,  p. 
1 97). Furthcr cxamination or thc qucstion lcads to thc conclusion of cc1tain continuity or thc 
practice for rcusing or placing oiTc1ings in thc Mycenean tombs as mani festation cither or a typc 
of local hcro-cults or as ancestral worship with thc most promincnt cxamplc in thc "aristocratic" 
tomb of Lcikandi (Antonacio 1 995, p. 1 99-220). 

Thc ncxt imp01tant point in this conncction is that thc tomb cult, cspccially whcn sccn as 
a manifcstation or hcro cult has bccn conncctcd most probably with the "loss of thc stable power 
strncturc" and thus far intcndcd to cstablish a conncction with thc ancicnt inhabitants and to 
avc1t thc angcr of the anonymous powcr in the land (Antonacio 1 995, pp. 6-7 with rc lcrcnccs). 
Fol lowing this general trend of thc studics and thc inforniation givcn by thc archacological and 
writtcn cvidenccs of all thrcc catcgorics - tomb -, hcro cult and anccstors' worship, onc of thc 
most plausiblc suggcstions conccms thc proccss of thcir litcra1y convergcncc. I n  addition thc 
lattcr is explicitly attestcd in thc casc of thc thrcc-sidcd complcxcs in Erctria, on the Athcnian 
Agora and of thc Archcgcsion on Delas, considcred eithcr as hcroăns or as cult placcs of thc 
collcctivc ancestors - thc Tritopatores (sec in Antonaccio 1 995, p. 263 ff; Ekroth 1 998, p. I I 9). 
This convergencc is also evident in thc text or Sclinous' sacrcd law prescribing sac1i ticcs to thc 
Tritopatorcs, which arc thc same "as for the hcrocs" (A 9, aftcr Jamcson, Jordan, Kotansky 
1 993). 

Taking this into considcration and in thc light of thc abovc argucd abscncc or cicar 
diffcrcncc betwecn thc Olympic and chthonian sacrifice (sec last in Ekroth 2000, 263-279), 
therc is no reason to consider thc meaning or Ka-rayl.�Et v and 8uEt v as dciining thc "markcd 
and "unmarkcd sacrificcs" ( for furthcr commcnts sec Scullion 2000, 1 64- 1 65,  supra 4). Thc 
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mast plausible intcrprctation seems to bc in thc concept that both vcrbs arc intended to designate 
the scquence or thc ritual action as thcy were described for instance in Sclinous ' text - first to 
perfonn thc puri fication of the "pollutcd T1itopatores" (katagidsein), after which there fol lows 
the sac1i fice to the "pure Tritopatores . . .  as to the gods (thuein) (A 1 3  - 1 7) .  

Thc typc and thc sequcnce of thcse ritual  actions give onc more point of comparison with 
the rituals in thc Thracian pit sanctuarics. Thc mast plausiblc reconstruction based on the sacred 
law of Selinous and on thc interprctation of thc archacological situation offered so far, outlines a 
range of purificatory rituals, such as blood sacrifice and l ibations of liquids into the ground (pit) 
to thc "pol luted Tritopatores as to the hcrocs" followed by regular thysia-l ike actions to the pure 
ancestral spirits "as to thc gods". A clue to understanding thc meaning of this ritual  is provided 
by thc passage in Porphyr. (de ant. Nymph. 3 1  ), quoting Pherecydcs of Syros, who mentions 
rcccsscs, and dens (pits), cavcs, gates, and ports 1 , mcaning in a riddling manner the passage of 
the souls to  and from carthly cxistcncc (sec thc comments in  Scaford 1 986, p. 1 3 ; last in <t>on B. 
2000, p .  20-2 1 ;  Foi  V .  2003, p. 239-250). According to Scaford this idea could bc considered as 
dcriving from ritual, probably similar to that or  severa) Greck mysteries, which may well have 
involvcd thc cavcs, ditchcs and gatcs listcd by Phcrekydes (Scaford 1 986, p .  1 3- 1 4) .  As it was 
dcmonstratcd, the cvcntually ritual origin of this concept could give some clue to the 
intcrprctation or thc pit structurcs attcstcd in Thracian context being an essential  instrument 
associatcd with thc transfonnation and contact between this and the Underworld. 

At thi s point the idea cohcrcs in gcncrally thc Hittitc practices, which, even representing 
spatially and chronologically distant cascs providc striking analogics with aur recent subject. 
Severa) tcxts discusscd rccently by Collins describc a numbcr of ritual actions addressed to the 
Dark Ea11h Goddcss and thc Anunnaki - thc Primordial Undcrworld dcities (sec Collins 1 995, p. 
224-23 8). Usually thcy wcrc pcrfonncd aut of doors and communication achieved by means of 
pits dig into thc ground in rcsponsc to a specific problem. The mast promincnt rcfcrence to the 
signi ficancc o r  this ritual clement is givcn by thc inclusion of the Pit (Api) among the gods of 
thc Undcrworld, which is nat so much a tcstimony of its divine status as i t  is  a rccognition of its 
cxtra-human powcr to connect thc rea Im of thc gods with that of thc man (Collins 1 995,  p .  225). 
Thc pit has bccn considercd to serve a number of functions in Hittitc ritual :  as a channel for the 
chthonic dcities and as a doar through which they rcccive offcrings; as a way of insu ring fertility 
of thc carth and humans;  as a means of disposing of impurities by consigning them to the earth 
as an offc1ing or finally to attract thc dcity to hcr ncw home (Collins 1 995 , p. 226). Concerning 
thc animal sacrifice in which thc blood has playcd significant role, the mast common victims 
wcre larnbs, shccp and piglets - the lattcr giving the main rcason for drawing "tantalizing" 
parallcls with somc of thc practiccs attcstcd within the Grcek Thesmophoria and the Eleusinian 
rnysterics (sec Collins 1 995, p .  237-238) .  

To go iln1hcr on, it sccms alsa acccptablc to cxtcnd the diapason of Collins '  arguments 
and to point at ccrtain similarities with thc abovc dcscribed practiccs in the Thracian pit 
cornplcxes, which may have an origin in the common set of ideas dcvelopcd in a process of the 
wcll attcstcd Thracian - Anatolian inten-clations since the carliest pcriods in thcir history. 

In the light of thc analogics givcn so far, severa) conclusions are possible. The rituals 
attcsted in thc Thracian pits are mast probably related and addressed to chthonic deities, but they 
alsa havc to do somchow with thc notion of thc primordial anccstors - anthropodaimones and 

1 rnu Lupi.ou <l>EpEKu8ou �1uxou<; 
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Lords of thc inhabitcd lands. Thc lattcr could be considcred to be rcminiscent of thc concept of 
thc hcrocs crcatcd and idcologically claboratcd in the course of the Grcck polcis development. 
Thcrc arc severa) additional facts that spcak in supp011 of this .  

Thc iirst onc is implicit in  the possibilities to  cstablish a tcITitorial relationship bctwcen 
pit sanctuarics, scttlcmcnts and nccropoliscs existcd on onc and the samc place. In some of thc 
cases therc are vcry important observations made by the cxcavators. Severa) examples as those 
in Troyanovo, Dcbclt, Drama, Stal iyska mahala etc. point al the consecutive existcnce of earlier 
settlcments and latcr pit sanctuaiies or at a co-cxistcncc of pits and necropolises as well (noues 
l 996; Jhixap!lyC ct al .  200 1 ,  p. 1 8 1 ,  fig. 60; rocrro;:urnos, Kocrnsa 2005, p. 54-55 ;  omKKOBa, 
H11KOB 2005, p. 74; I l cxp1130B, Ba:1c11rnu0Ba 2006, p. 1 44 - 1 45 ;  To11KOBa, MHKOB 2006, p. 1 66 
- 1 67). 

Accordingly one may supposc, that thc rituals attcstcd in thc pit sanctuaries wcre 
probably intendcd to puri ly and to sancti fy ccrtain tcnitory, which was bclieved as belonging to 
thc ancestral spirits . Thcrcfore they nccd to bc propitiatcd by libations, animal and blood 
sac1i fices as "to thc herocs" in ordcr to rcalize thcir transfo1111ation and regencration - an idea 
which is comparablc with thc notion givcn by Phcrckydcs .  Altcr that thc new-born pure spirits 
shall bc worshiped "as gods" according to tenninology of thc Scl inous sacred law. The sccond 
motive could bc scarchcd in the nccd of self-dcfinition of thc community, which confi1111ed 
1itually it' s autochthony by mcans of thc dcsc1ibed ritcs. Thc most substantial proofs in support 
arc somc pa1ticular finds, which arc common to thc invcntory of the pits. Those are thc clay 
rcrnains originating frorn evc1y pait of thc housc, wall-plastcr, fi:agments of  portablc hcarths etc. 
(summarizcd in rcoprncna ct a l . .  1 999, p. 1 7 1 ;  for thc last attestcd examplcs of similar practiccs 
sec in HexpH30B, Ba.JleHTHHOBa 2006, p. 1 44; TottKOBa, reoprnesa 2006, p. 1 64- 1 65 ;  ToHKOBa, 
M 11KoB 2006, p. 1 66- 1 67). To this catcgory bclong probably sornc special vesscl 's fragrncnts 
with stamps or insc1iptions rcfcning to thc eventual namcs of scttlemcnts as this from Debelt 
(na: 1a6a11on 1 999, p .74, fig. 1 6) (Fig. 6). 

Fol lowing this trend of intcrpretation, thc cases in which only parts of human skeletons 
or singlc skulls havc bccn attcstcd (oaJJa6auoB 1 999, p. 69) could be considered as a symbolic 
act of lying to rest thc ancestral rclics. This suggcstion docs not contradict thc statement that 
thcy may rcprescnt a typc of prccautionary mcasurc against a hannfol dcad, who lies unburied 
(reoprn:esa 1 999, p. 227; Gcorgicva 2003 , p. 3 1 8-3 1 9) .  Thcrc is although worth to note, that the 
anthropodaimones - thc lords of thc land arc also ablc to get thc community in trouble  if they 
wcrc not appcascd by sacri fi cc. 

Thc next group of finds, which according to some opinions rcprcscnt typical "objccts of 
thc cult", such as the roughly shapcd clay figurincs, diccs etc . a l lows to be intcrprcted in thc 
samc context . Thcir rare occmTcncc, as pointed out by sornc scholars, is  not as surprising as it 
was considcrcd to bc (na1a6attos 2002, p. 542). This typc of objccts evoked special intcrcst 
among many Bulga1ian scholars from thc 501h years of thc Iast century onwards (M11KoB B .  
1 958,  p.  657 - 67 1 ;  Ta"!esa - X11rnsa M .  1 97 1 ;  Teo.aoCHeB 1 990; <llo.1 1 99 1 ,  p. 83-95; 1 1 4- 1 20;  
Tco)..loc11cB 1 992). 

Jn thc coursc of my recent study on the problem it secms that thc most plausible clue to 
thcir intcrprctation is not sirnply in their shapc (as in Tco;10CHeB 1 990, 1 992), but in the act of 
thcir modcling and dcpositing in a particular context (Konova 2004; Kottosa 2005). Working 
down figurincs of clay (mud, soil) is signi iicant of the ritual purification by itscl f, as refcncd 
also by thc Hittitc tcxts (Col lins 1 995, p. 227-228). Thc act of lying thern into the pit could be 
cornparcd - although with ccrtain rcscrvations, with thc wholc set of actions,  dcscribcd in the 
orphic nanative about thc Argonauts as wc li (for interpretation sec in <llo;l 2002, p. 1 20- 1 22). 
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Thc text givcs an account of thc rituals perfo1111cd by Orpheus - not thc singcr, but thc magician, 
intcnded to appease the mighty chthonic A1tcmis - thc guardian or the gatc, bchind which thc 
Goldcn Fleecc has bccn kcpt, by digging up a trcc-rcet bothros. by throwing grains and/or 
roughly molded figurincs (?) (Ko110Ba 2005, p. 1 53) .  

I t  is  howcvcr a mattcr or fact that cxploiting thc similarities bctwecn thc litcrary tradition 
and thc archacologically attestcd traccs or rituals is more or less speculative mattcr. Thus the 
more sophisticated approach rclay undoubtedly upon thc comprehensive analysis or the whole 
set of finds in the context or thc rituals in cach particular complex. From thi s standpoint thc 
definition of thc roughly rnodclcd figurines and of othcr finds as "typical cultic obj ccts" sounds 
!css convincing, sincc thc rest of thc finds situatcd in pits can change thcir uti l itarian mcaning 
and fonction on a 1itual levei (sec in Osbom 2004, 1 - 1  O). Thcrcforc the appcarancc or "cultic 
figurincs" in singlc complcxcs could bc considcrcd as a mani icstation of thc singula1ity of thc 
magica! act of modcling, i . e .  disccming and dcnoting or thc creative divine naturc, rcsponsiblc 
for thc organization and rcncwal or thc Cosmos. On the other hand the act în itsclr must havc 
reprcscntcd an cquivalent of thc ritual pu1i tication by mcans or thc divine unity with thc 
an cc stors. 

Furthcr on considering thc coincidcncc or thc initial period or cxistcncc or  thc pit­
sanctuary by Dcbclt with thc cstablishment or the colony Apollonia Pontica and thc finds or  
importcd warc, one or thc plausiblc vicws is that thc complex rcprcsents onc of thc "mecting 
points" bctwccn thc new scttlcrs and thc natives, whcrc thc fom1er continue to adopt 1ituals 
which arc vcry clase to thc ancestral cults in Hcllas itscl r and on thc othcr hand - to thc polis 
concept of thc hcrocs taking shape cxactly at this time. Thc ritual actions,  which have bccn 
perfonncd by them, wcrc intcnded not only to appcasc thc ancestral spi1its - the lords of thc 
land, but also to providc a kind or sacral sanction of thcir autochthony in thc ncwly scttled 
tcnitorics by "pcrfonning thc rituals according to thc ancestral custom" and thcrcby crcating a 
ncw "past" for themsclvcs as wcll as a ncw social and religious rcality, a ftcr the words of C .  
Antonaccio (Antonaccio 1 999, p. 1 2 1  ) .  
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Fig. 1 .  M ap of the pit-sanctuaries in Bulgaria. 
F ig. 2. Plan and cross-section of the ritual pits from Debelt ( after Balabanov 1 999, fig.9). 
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Fig. 3 .  Plan of the structure B in the place Drama-Kairyaka (after Lichardus and al . 200 1 ,  p .  1 37, fig. 47) .  
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One of the round strutures with ritual pits 
on the Acropolis of Monte Polizzo ( after Morris at al. 2002) 
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Fig. 4. The round structure A with the ritual pits in the Acropolis of Monte Polizzo (after Morris 
and al .  2002). 
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Hollow altar for libations and ritual pit in the Athenian Erechtheion 
(After Ekroth 2000, 27 5, fig. 1) �--------------
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Fig. 5 .  Hollow altar for libations and ritual pit in the Athenian Erechtheion (after Ekroth 2000, 275, 
fig. 1 ). 
F ig. 6. Graffito inscription with the name of the settlement near Debelt (after Balabanov 1 999, 74, 
fig. 1 6) .  
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